


Welcoming ALL Children
to Your VBS



How do we make 
VBS welcoming for 

all children?



“13For you formed my inward parts; you 
knitted me together in my mother’s 

womb. 14I praise you for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made.”

Psalm 139:13-14 (ESV)



All children are uniquely created by God with differing 
strengths and abilities.

We need to find effective ways for each child to engage 
with God’s Word.



communication

gross/fine motor 
movements

vision/hearing

interacting with 
others

understanding/managing emotions

comprehension

sensory needs



Includes tips, suggestions, 
and resources for supporting 
students with varying needs

Works in conjunction with 
Teacher Guides 



Begin with
what the 
child CAN 

do



Communicate with Parents Prior to VBS

• Consider providing parents a way to communicate about 
their child when registering or before VBS week

• Ask parents to identify their child’s strengths, 
preferences, and activities that they can do.



Downloadable Activity 
Tables allow parents to 

highlight specific activities 
that their child can do each 

day
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Activity Tables

• Provided for each age group and each day
• Allows you to create a customized experience for every 

child, every day
• Supports different ways every child can engage in the 

learning process 
• Use as many or as few activities as you want each day



Activity Tables

How does the child best take 
in information?
• visual
• auditory
• tactile
• kinesthetic

How does the child best 
process information?
• verbal/linguistic
• logical/mathematical
• bodily/kinesthetic
• visual/spatial
• musical
• interpersonal
• intrapersonal
• naturalist



Activity Table- Primary/Junior, Day 2



Activity Table- Toddler/Pre-Primary, Day 1



Prepare
for child’s 

arrival



Each day provides. . .

• Lesson Focus
• Bible Passages
• Veritas Verse
• Animal Pal
• Apologetics Content



Simplify the Lesson

Focus on one or more of 
these main ideas from the 
Bible lesson to simplify the 
teaching so that children can 
focus on the most important 
points



Modifications & 
Accommodations

Suggestions specific to each 
lesson that are designed to 
support all children

Choose as many as desired



Activity Tables

Use the information the 
parent provided or what you 
know about the child to plan 
for selected activities



Putting It All Together

To best plan the week for each child, think about how to 
incorporate:
• activities from the Activity Table 
• modifications and accommodations that best engage and 

support the child
• what additional support the child may need to fully 

engage with VBS activities



Tips for Preparing

• Educate those working with each child about how to best 
work with him or her.

• Consider if the child may benefit from having a buddy. If 
so, recruit and prepare the buddy.

• Provide a copy of the daily schedule and other routines to 
parents prior to VBS for children who need to 
review/practice routines beforehand.



Tips for Preparing

• Identify additional materials and physical spaces you may 
need to support children, such as:
• a separate classroom for children who need to learn in 

a different setting
• a quiet area for children who need a break
• sensory tools (fidgets, stress balls, etc.)
• adapted tools (scissors, writing instruments, etc.)



Tips for Preparing

Create a bin or bag that 
has materials for each 

child to use throughout 
the week



Engage and 
Support



Suggestions

For children who need repetition when learning, choose one 
of each of the following to repeat throughout the week:
• Veritas Verse 
• Rhyme Time
• Exploration Station
• Game



Suggestions

Modify the Bible lesson by:
• choosing one part of each day’s lesson (i.e., Puppet Pal 

presentation)
• breaking up one lesson over 5 days
• telling the same lesson a different way each day (i.e., with 

a puppet, acting it out, using visuals)

Guidance for how to do this is found 
in the Special Needs Supplement



Download rotation signs to 
create Schedule Cards for 
children who benefit from 

visual schedules
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Print, laminate, and hole 
punch cards and put them 
on a carabiner to create a 

portable schedule



Display the Schedule 
Cards two at time 

before each activity to 
show the child what 

they will do ”First” and 
“Then”

First Then



Display objects or real-
life images related to 
each activity or the 

location children will go 
to complete it



Download graphic memory 
verses for children who 

benefit from visual supports
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Use the pictures to prompt 
children as they are saying 

the verse

OR

Have children hold up each 
picture as the verse is said



Download presentation 
images to support your 

children’s comprehension in 
different ways
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Presentation Images

• Give children their own set of visuals to hold during the 
lesson

• Add puffy paint to visuals for children with low vision or 
who learn best by touching and feeling

• Download visuals onto a tablet for children who engage 
better through technology



Create a communication 
board for children to use 
during the Bible lesson



Every child is fearfully and 
wonderfully made by our Creator 
and needs to be shown his love 
and come to know his salvation.



“Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God.”

Philippians 4:6 (ESV)
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