
Welcome!
Toddler and Pre-Primary



The purpose of this session is to. . . 

❖ Encourage you as you look forward to teaching young children, whether it be 

Toddlers (2–4 years old) or Pre-Primaries (4–6 years old).

❖ Acquaint you with the Toddler Teacher Guide.

❖What about the Pre-Primary Teacher Guide? 

• Similar to older age level guides, but includes Exploration Stations

• Age-appropriate crafts and games are in those Leader Guides

❖ Share some useful tips.

❖ Alleviate any anxiety. 



Prepare to Teach
Prepare Yourself

❖ Take time to read the daily devotional

provided at the beginning of  each 

lesson.

❖ Pray that God’s truth will be taught, 

understood, remembered, and 

eventually accepted by each child.

❖ Do your best to prepare, then trust that 

the Holy Spirit will be at work, too. 



Prepare to Teach 
Prepare the Lesson

❖ Try to get your teacher guide as soon as possible so you can read through 

each lesson.

❖ Use a highlighter to mark text that you want to be sure to remember, such as 

using props, showing posters, or emphasizing a Bible truth. 

❖Get together with your teaching/puppet partners in the weeks before VBS 

and run through the scripts together until you’re comfortable with them. 



Supplies on the back cover of your Teacher Guide



Resource downloads on the Resource USB OR 
go to:  answersvbs.com/keeperresources

http://answersvbs.com/keeperresources


9:00–9:15 Apprentices’ Assembly in the Great Hall—Opening 

9:15–9:40 Exploration Stations (Session 1)

9:40–10:05 Lesson Time

10:05–10:30 Griffin’s Games

10:30–10:45 Kieran’s Crafts (Session 1)

10:45–11:00 Exploration Stations (Session 2)

11:00–11:20 Tessa’s Treats and Rest Time

11:20–11:35 Kieran’s Crafts (Session 2)

11:35–11:55 Apprentices’ Assembly in the Great Hall—Closing 

11:55–Noon Return to Room/Dismissal



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖ The Toddler Teacher Guide is all-inclusive.

❖ Toddler teachers will plan for the Bible lesson time as well as games, crafts, 

and snacks.

❖ In the front of  the guide, you will find plenty of  resources to help you:

Handy Helps

• Include a program overview, tips for teaching toddlers and managing 

a group of  kids, and terms to know.

Decorating ideas and set-up instructions for

•  Classroom areas

•  Exploration Stations

•  Costumes for you and your students



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?
❖ Game instructions 

These games are specifically for toddlers, simple to teach and play: 

• From riding like knights on pool-noodle “horses” or running the Knight’s 

Training Course, to playing a daring game of  Dragon’s Treasure. 

• On a hot summer day, you could put a different spin on some of  these 

games, using squirt guns. 



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖ Craft instructions

• Toddler crafts are much easier than the crafts for older kids.

• Instructions specifically tell you how to prep ahead of  time and what to 

have the kids do during class. 

• Toddlers will mostly do simple coloring and adding stickers or other 

materials to their creations. 



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖ Craft sessions

• Session 1: Crafts to make and use: Kingdom Crown, Cross Magnet, 

Tower Growth Chart, Faith Shield, and Train Your Brain Card Caddy

• Session 2: Daily Animal Pal Coloring Sheets

9:00–9:15 Apprentices’ Assembly in the Great Hall—Opening 

9:15–9:40 Exploration Stations (Session 1)

9:40–10:05 Lesson Time

10:05–10:30 Griffin’s Games

10:30–10:45 Kieran’s Crafts (Session 1)

10:45–11:00 Exploration Stations (Session 2)

11:00–11:20 Tessa’s Treats and Rest Time

11:20–11:35 Kieran’s Crafts (Session 2)

11:35–11:55 Apprentices’ Assembly in the Great Hall—Closing 

11:55–Noon Return to Room/Dismissal



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖Why crafts?

• Great way to use creativity and imagination

• Develop fine motor skills and dexterity

• Take home a reminder of  the lesson that can be used again

• Just for fun! 



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖ Snack suggestions and preparation instructions

• Tasty treats like Kingdom Cookies, Mini Pizza Shields, King’s Cup fruit 

slushy, and Moat Floats all add to the fun!

• Two suggestions for each day, one with simpler prep.



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖ Daily Lesson Time

• Each lesson begins with a 

devotional and an overview 

page to help you prepare. 



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?
❖ Exploration Stations

• Discovery Center—teacher-led 

quick games or activities

• Examples: Two Kingdoms card 

game, glitter playdough, and 

making an Armor of  God Banner 

• Coloring corner—provide 

crayons, markers, and other 

decorative materials to use with 

the memory verse coloring sheets



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?
❖ Exploration Stations

• Touch Tables (wet and dry)—bins or tables with a mix of  materials and 

objects for free play

• Place daily suggested items into container.

• Wet—Fill in with small amount of  water or ice cubes.

• Dry—Fill in with sand, raffia, shredded paper, tinsel garland, etc.



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖ Explorations Stations

• Dramatic Play area—provide costumes and other props for dress-up 

and imaginary play.

• Consider setting up a puppet stage.



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖ Exploration Stations

• Can be used before or after the Bible lesson. 

• If  you have a small classroom, choose just one or two stations (e.g., 

coloring station and one of  the touch tables).

• No time for free play? 

• Instead of  setting up an Exploration Station, use the materials as an 

object lesson with the Teaching Tie-In. 

• At the end of  the Bible lesson, you could demonstrate one station and 

share the Teaching Tie-In, then allow kids to try it themselves.



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?
❖ Bible Lesson Time

• Lessons are shorter than before.

• Focus on one or two main points 

about the armor of  God and a 

relevant biblical event. 

• Materials are listed in the margins.

• Introduce It!  and Teach It! 

sections: most are scripted 

dialogues between two teachers 

or a teacher and a puppet.



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖ Bible Lesson Time

• These are the most important sections where the main points are taught. 

• Practice ahead of  time. It’s okay to hold a script but be familiar with it so you 

can say it naturally. 

• Use the suggested posters and props. 

• Use facial expressions, gestures, and voice inflections. 

• Make eye contact with the kids! 

• Give the puppet movement.   

• Use sound effects, such as Boom! or Zing!

• Whispering can be an attention grabber too.



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?
❖ Bible Lesson Time

• The Apply It! section finishes the lesson. 

• Part 1 Animal Pal Review 

o Discuss the Animal Pal 

o Do active question/answer review 

• Part 2 Veritas Verse

o Practice the memory verse

• Part 3 Go and Do

o Activities to do now or at home

o Also on the student take-home guides



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖Music

• Simple Songs for Toddlers and Pre-Primaries are themed songs used 

within the lesson time. 

• Available on the Resource USB and CD 

(Your director should have the USB or Digital Pro)  

• Simple Songs are incorporated into the toddler lesson time.

• To make it more fun, the puppet invites the kids to sing with him.  

• All the songs are set to familiar tunes. 

• Practice the songs and suggested hand motions ahead of  time so you 

can lead the kids well.



What’s in the Toddler Teacher Guide?

❖Music

• Memory Verse Songs are separate from the Simple Songs; they are the 

same memory verse songs that the older kids will be learning.

• Available on the Music USB.

• Part 2 of  the Apply It! section is a good spot if  you want to use them.

• Or you can put the simplified memory verses to nursery rhyme tunes.



Extra Tips

❖ Lesson Time

• Remember that teaching takes homework—on the teacher’s part.

• Be intentional to repeat the main points throughout all your activities. 

• Don’t stress over a couple wiggle worms. 

• Switch gears if  needed, then come back to the lesson.

• Relax and enjoy the children.

• Be seated with all your materials nearby.

• Use a display board. 



❖ Classroom Management

• Keep your kids moving with separate areas in your room.

• Cover up areas that are not to be used at certain times.

• Cover up your touch tables with lids or plastic tablecloths

• Block off  the drama corner with a couple of  chairs. 

• Lay a plastic tablecloth over the materials on the coloring 

table or on the table where you have crafts laid out for later. 

• Cut out some large red poster board stop signs to post in 

different areas.

Extra Tips



Extra Tips

❖ Classroom Management

• Line the craft/coloring tables with paper taped down along the 

edges. 

• Use plastic appetizer trays with separate compartments to hold 

craft/coloring materials.

• Use little buckets on the tables for trash, especially for peel-off  

sticker papers!

• Give the kids a chance to help clean up; race against the clock or 

make it a contest to see who can pick up the most trash.



Extra Tips
❖ Need a puppet?

• Etsy shop 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/DidacticosKids

has many boy and girl hand puppets for $20–30.

• Oriental Trading has a pack of  eight 14-inch 

puppets for about $50 

https://www.orientaltrading.com/happy-kids-

stuffed-hand-puppets-8-pc

https://www.etsy.com/shop/DidacticosKids
https://www.orientaltrading.com/happy-kids-stuffed-hand-puppets-8-pc


Extra Tips

❖ Puppet Stage Ideas

• If  you have the castle backdrop, use the 

window for the puppet entrance

• Decorate a large box to look like a castle with 

an opening where the puppet can enter 

• Set up a tri-fold display on top of  a table. Puppet 

can enter above or cut an entrance in the 

middle of  the display board. 

• Turn a wide table on its side and have the 

puppet enter above the edge of  the table. 



Extra Tips

❖ Touch Table bins

• Consider using an underbed storage container instead of  a regular bin

• About 3 feet long (twice as long as the regular bins)

• More kids could gather around it.

• Sides are half  as high, so it’s easier for children to reach in



Thank you!
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