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5 Eighth-century scholar John of Damascus wrote On Dragons and Ghosts,
in which he differentiated between real creatures and fictional creatures.
After describing some dragons as extremely large serpents, he stated:

1]

There is one more kind of [dragon]; those [that] have wide head,
goldish eyes and horny protuberances on the back of the head.

They also have a beard [protruding]| out of the throat ... This

dragon is a sort of [beast], like the rest of the animals, for it has a
beard, like a goat, and horn at the back of its head. Its eyes are big |
and goldish. These dragons can be both big and small. All serpent
kinds are poisonous, except dragons, for they do not emit poison.

MARGO POLO

Famed thirteenth-century explorer Marco Polo described dragons in the
Far East:

— ]

—— B S

!
|
|
E
,

In this province [Carajan] are found snakes and great serpents of
such vast size as to strike fear into those who see them ... Some
of them are ten paces in length ... The bigger ones are about ten
palms in girth. They have two forelegs near the head, but for
foot nothing but a claw. ... The head is very big, and the eyes are
bigger than a great loaf of bread. The mouth is large enough to - fai e
e swallow a man whole, and Is garnlshed with great [pointed] teeth. |

e

The animals described here are bellevable and these men intended
to relay information about wha\t they had discovered. Did these men
actually see or hear about real dragons—creatures that are today
called dmosaurs"
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FOUND IN THE DESERT

A Strange Monster Discovered and Killed
on the Huachuca Desert

)
rae Ty

P

A winged monster, resembling a huge alligator with an extremely
elongated tail and an immense pair of wings, was found on the
desert between the Whetsone and Huachuca mountains last
Sunday by two ranchers who were returning home ... The two
men, who were on horseback and armed with Winchester rifles
... pursue|d] the monster and ... succeeded in getting near enough

to open fire with their ritles and wounding it.

The monster had only two feet ... The head, as near as they
could judge, was about eight feet long, the jaws being thickly set
with strong, sharp teeth. Its eyes were as large as a dinner plate and

protruded about half way from the head ... The total length from
tip to tip about 160 feet. The wings were composed of a thick and

nearly transparent membrane.
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