WONDER JUNCTION VBS Daily Skits

Setting: 
Old West train town. See the Assembly Guide for ideas on a set or purchase the Wonder Junction main set scene setter. 
Characters: 
MR. PETE – General Store Owner
THOMAS & NICOLE – Young teenage friends; residents of Wonder Junction
*Depending on the ages/genders of your actors, change as needed
Costumes:
Old West wear
Props: Bench, packages wrapped in brown paper tied up with twine, old-fashioned candy wrapped in waxed paper, sleeping mask, paper and pencil, straw broom, bandana, 2 glass-bottled sodas, school books, boxes and packages, paper list, peppermint stick 
Sound effects: school bell [SFX](or hand-held bell), and train whistle [SFX]



Day 1—Wondering and Worrying
Props: Bench, packages wrapped in brown paper tied up with twine, train whistle [SFX]
THOMAS and NICOLE are sitting on a bench outside the train depot. If you are using the purchased Wonder Junction main set, put the bench in the middle, under the sign. Train whistle [SFX] is heard.
THOMAS: What do you think is comin’ into town on the train today? Maybe Mr. Pete’s gettin’ a new barrel of candy for the general store. 

NICOLE: I sure hope so! All he’s had for weeks is that nasty ol’ licorice. I can’t stand licorice. I doubt the train’s bringing anything good, though. 

THOMAS: Why do you think that?

NICOLE: The train’s brought nothing but people and prospector supplies for weeks. 

THOMAS: Prospector? What do you mean?

NICOLE: You know. (mimes panning for gold) Panning for gold down at the river. Prospectors need things like my Pa and the other men use—axes, shovels, buckets, canteens, gold pans—that sort of stuff. 

THOMAS: Oh yeah. I knew that. Do you think they’ll start findin’ gold soon?

NICOLE: I don’t know. Jimmy Smith swears up and down that his dad found a hunk of gold as big as your fist the other day.

THOMAS: Jimmy Smith is a liar. The week before last, he told me his older brother found a dinosaur skull out by their barn. 

NICOLE: Other than Jimmy, I haven’t heard of anyone else finding anything. It kind of worries me. 

MR. PETE enters from stage right carrying packages. He is heading toward the general store.

THOMAS: Why does that—(notices MR. PETE, then runs over to talk to him) Hello, Mr. Pete! 

MR. PETE: Hello, Thomas! (NICOLE walks over and joins them, though her face still shows the worry from before) Hello, Nicole. What are you two doing sitting outside the train depot?

THOMAS: Just doin’ a lot of wonderin’. 

MR. PETE: Wondering, huh? And just what are those young minds of yours wondering about?

THOMAS: Well, Nicole here is worried and was wonderin’—

NICOLE: (interrupts THOMAS with an elbow to his side) I . . . was just wondering when you’ll get some new candy. I don’t like licorice. 

MR. PETE: You don’t like licorice?!

THOMAS: I do. I like anything made with sugar. 

MR. PETE: It just so happens that I am expecting a new shipment of candy any day now. There’s a new type of peppermint stick I’ve ordered. I don’t suppose you like peppermint, do you?

NICOLE: Yes, I do! Very much so!

MR. PETE: Thomas, my lad, would you do me a favor and take these packages over to the general store? Mr. Jenkins ordered some new supplies, and they are getting a bit heavy. 

THOMAS: (takes the packages) Yes, sir. (runs off to the general store)

MR. PETE: (yells after THOMAS) Grab yourself a piece of licorice as payment! (turns to NICOLE) You look like something’s on your mind, Nicole. What’s bothering you? If you’d like to talk, I’m happy to listen.

NICOLE: (pauses) I’m just worried, sir. 

MR. PETE: Why don’t we go sit, and you can tell me what you are worried about. (they walk over to the table and chairs and sit)

NICOLE: Well, my family has been out here longer than most families. But none of them have found any gold. And the Wonder Junction train keeps coming by less and less. So I’m worried. What’ll happen if no one finds gold? What’ll happen to the town and to us?

MR. PETE: Those are some big worries for a young lady. And questions I don’t have answers for. 

NICOLE: I know. I’ve talked to Ma and Pa, but they don’t have answers either. So I’m just left wondering and worrying. 

MR. PETE: What do you do when you worry?

NICOLE: What do you mean? Sometimes I walk around when I’m worrying like this. (jumps up and paces back and forth)

MR. PETE: (chuckles) When I worry, I like to talk to Jesus. He’s my Creator, and he cares for me. He is sovereign, which means he’s in control of my life, and I’m not. He’s Immanuel, which means he is with us. He is good all the time. He is my Savior. He . . . .

NICOLE: (sits back down) Okay, okay! Does talking to Jesus help?

MR. PETE: Why don’t you try it and see? 

NICOLE: Okay. 

MR. PETE: I guarantee if you spend some time finding out who Jesus is, soon you’ll want to talk to him and trust in him even more. (winks) Maybe those new peppermint sticks will be in by then too. 

NICOLE: Speaking of candy, Thomas has been gone for a while. Did you tell him just to take one piece? He sometimes forgets his manners when candy is involved. 

NICOLE and MR. PETE stand and head toward the general store.

MR. PETE: We better go check. (yells towards the store) My candy barrel better not be empty! 

Both exit.

End Scene

Day 2—Wondering About Jesus
Props: Old-fashioned candy wrapped in waxed paper, school bell [SFX], sleeping mask
The next day, NICOLE drags a sleepy THOMAS onstage.
NICOLE: Come on! I need to talk to Mr. Pete before school. 
THOMAS: Before school? It’ll be hours before school starts. I don’t even think the sun is up yet. I know I don’t wanna be up. (yawns loudly)
NICOLE: Oh, it’s not that early. Quit complaining. (they arrive at the general store) Mr. Pete isn’t here yet. Must be earlier than I thought. 
THOMAS: Told ya so! (he lays down on a bench outside of the general store and pulls a sleeping mask out of his pocket to wear over his eyes) Wake me when Mr. Pete gets here. Or better yet, when it’s time for school. 
NICOLE: Oh, fine. (begins to pace back and forth)
THOMAS dramatically lifts his mask and opens an eye to peek at NICOLE as she paces back and forth. He sits up and pushes the eye mask up onto his head.
THOMAS: Okay. Somethin’s bothering you. What’s wrong, Nicole? Spill it.
NICOLE: I just really need to talk to Mr. Pete about something he said yesterday. 
THOMAS: About what flavor candy he’s ordered?
NICOLE: No, about worrying—and Jesus.  
THOMAS: Worrying Jesus? (walks over to NICOLE with hands on hips) Nicole Miller, just what have you gotten yourself into that would make Jesus worry?
NICOLE: Not worrying Jesus. I said worrying AND Jesus. Mr. Pete said next time I worry, I should talk to Jesus about it. 
THOMAS: Well, did you?
NICOLE: You know me. I’m always worrying about something. 
THOMAS: I’m not askin’ if you did worry about somethin’. I know you’re always worryin’. (pokes her in the forehead) You’ve got a permanent worry spot right here from all the worryin’ you do. Did you try talkin’ to Jesus?
NICOLE starts to answer but stops when she hears MR. PETE approaching, whistling happily.
MR. PETE: Well, good morning, children. You two are here bright and early.
THOMAS: (returns to bench)Too bright. (Pulls eye mask down over eyes) Too early. (lies down again)
NICOLE: Yes, sir. I woke up extra early today because I was excited to talk to you.
MR. PETE: Oh?
NICOLE: I did what you said. Last night, when I was lying in bed worrying, I talked to Jesus. 
MR. PETE: Did that help?
NICOLE: (grins) Yes, sir. I mean, I still have all the worries. But talking to God about them made me feel better. 
MR. PETE: That’s exactly how I feel when I talk to him.
THOMAS: (from the bench) I remember my Pa read to us the other night about worryin’—somethin’ about givin’ your worries to God because he cares for you. 
MR. PETE: That’s from 1 Peter 5:7. 
THOMAS: (sits up and slides mask up) So, talkin’ to God makes you feel better because God cares about the things that worry you? 
NICOLE: Yeah. That’s it. 
MR. PETE: Well, how about that. You two are very wise. (slaps his knee in excitement) I have an idea. We know that God cares for us. But what else do you know about God? Why don’t you make me a list? (reaches into his pocket for candy) I can’t wait to see what you think of. Who knows, maybe there’ll be more treats like these when you bring back your lists. 
School bell [SFX]is heard in the distance. 
NICOLE: Okay!
THOMAS: More homework? How can the general store owner give us homework? That’s not fair! 
MR. PETE: (winks at THOMAS) Ah, but I’m giving you candy. Off to school, you two—I have a shop to open up, and you have things to learn. 
NICOLE: Goodbye, Mr. Pete!
All exit. 
End Scene

Day 3—Wondering What’s Next
Props: Paper and pencil, paper list
THOMAS is sitting at the table and chairs in town, frantically writing as NICOLE walks up behind him.
NICOLE: Boo!
THOMAS: (screams in a high-pitched voice and falls out of his chair) Don’t sneak up on a man like that. 
NICOLE: A man? You screamed like a little girl just now. What were you concentrating on so hard that you didn’t hear me? (peers at the paper)
THOMAS: (gets up off the floor and brushes off his clothes) I may have forgotten to make my list for Mr. Pete. 
NICOLE: So you’re trying to scribble down as much as you can right now so he’ll still give you candy?
THOMAS: (crosses his arms in suspicion) How’d ya guess?
NICOLE: Because I know you. I also know that your list is probably better than mine, even though you’ve only been working on it for the last four minutes. 
THOMAS: I’m sure your list is fine. What did you write?
NICOLE: (pulls list out of pocket and reads) Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus came to earth as a baby, but he is still God. (looks at Thomas) But I just don’t understand how that works.
THOMAS: (shrugs) He’s God. He can be all God and all human at the same time. What else?
NICOLE: I’ve got a handful of things on here, but honestly, I don’t understand much of it. I have so many questions. 
THOMAS: (mock surprise) What? Surely not! Nicole Miller never has questions. 
NICOLE: Ha ha. Very funny. 
THOMAS: Ya know I’m just teasin’ ya. But my Pa says it’s okay to ask questions. It’s how we learn—that and doin’ homework. 
NICOLE: Or you could do what I do and read books to learn. 
THOMAS: (shuddering) Ugh! Books are even worse than homework! 
NICOLE: Well, I happen to love books. And I love all you can learn when you read books. Just last night, I read in my Bible about the time Jesus told a storm to stop. Can you imagine being one of the disciples and seeing how much power Jesus had? 
THOMAS: Oh yeah. (writes quickly on his paper) Jesus has power over nature! Thanks. I forgot to write that one down.
NICOLE quickly grabs THOMAS’ paper and walks away with it. THOMAS follows after.
THOMAS: Hey! Give that back! I want my candy!
NICOLE: Not if you’re going to cheat! 
THOMAS: I wasn’t cheatin’. You just reminded me of somethin’ I knew about Jesus but forgot. (puts his arm around NICOLE’s shoulder) We were workin’ together as a team. And Mr. Pete didn’t say we couldn’t work together. Did he?
NICOLE: Well, no. I guess not. 
THOMAS: And if we were to work together, we’d probably come up with more things on each of our lists, right?
NICOLE: Maybe.
THOMAS: Which means Mr. Pete will give us more candy!
NICOLE: You don’t really want to learn about Jesus, do you? You’re just doing this for the candy.   
THOMAS: Come on! It’s candy we’re talkin’ about! Sugary-sweet, NON-licorice candy. (licks and smacks lips)
NICOLE: Oh, fine! How do we think of more things to put on our lists? I’ve already spent most of the afternoon working on what I know, and I’m out of ideas. 
THOMAS: Ya mean you, the lover of homework and books, can’t think of where to learn more about Jesus?
NICOLE: (smacks forehead) The Bible! Of course. Come on! If we hurry to my house, I bet we can get a lot done before supper. 
The two run offstage. 
End Scene


Day 4—A Discovery
Props: Straw broom, bandana, train whistle [SFX], 2 glass-bottled sodas
MR. PETE is sweeping the sidewalk in front of his storefront, whistling a tune as THOMAS and NICOLE enter.
NICOLE: Good morning, Mr. Pete!
MR. PETE: Why, good morning, Nicole. Morning, Thomas. 
THOMAS: Good mornin’. Did you hear the news?
MR. PETE: To which news are you referring? The news that it is another beautiful day that God has made here in Wonder Junction?
THOMAS: Well, it is. But no, sir. The news about that stagecoach robber they caught. 
MR. PETE: Where did you kids hear about that?
NICOLE: First, we heard it from Jimmy Smith. 
THOMAS: But everyone knows he’s a liar. 
NICOLE: So we didn’t pay any attention to him. But then we heard our Pas talking about it.
THOMAS: Can you believe it? Wonder Junction’s jail is goin’ to have a genuine outlaw! 
NICOLE: (to THOMAS) I still don’t get why you’re so excited about this. I find it quite frightening. 
THOMAS: (THOMAS pulls a bandana out of his pocket and puts it on his face, then begins acting like a stagecoach robber while he talks) Ah, come on! Rumor has it that this guy robbed over 50 stagecoaches— before he got caught. He’s wanted in 17 states. Every train depot and general store in the country has got wanted posters up with his face on them, and he’ll be here in our jail! 
MR. PETE: Thomas, you’re not planning on getting any tips from this criminal and starting your own life of crime, are you?
THOMAS: No, sir. (removes bandana)
MR. PETE: Because it sounds like you’ve made him a hero in your mind. 
THOMAS: Oh, no. I know his actions were wrong. The Bible says ya don’t take things that aren’t yours, and ya don’t kill people. I know those are sins. And sin separates us from God. It’s just that nothin’ excitin’ happens around here. I mean, we sit and wait for the train to come and drop off packages. That’s about as good as it gets. 
(Train whistle [SFX])
MR. PETE: (chuckling) Speaking of trains, here she comes now. 
THOMAS: (excitedly) Let’s go watch them bring the outlaw to the jail. (heads toward the train depot but pauses when he realizes NICOLE isn’t with him) Ya comin’? 
NICOLE: I’ll catch up. I want to ask Mr. Pete something. 
THOMAS: Suit yourself. (he waves and dashes off)
NICOLE: Do you have a few minutes, or do you need to get back to the store?
MR. PETE: It just so happens that I was getting ready to sit down and enjoy a soda pop. Would you like to join me? (leans broom against the wall and reaches inside the general store to grab two sodas) 
NICOLE: Oh, yes, sir. Thank you. 
The two take their sodas and walk to the table and chairs in town, sitting down to talk.
MR. PETE: What seems to be on your mind?
NICOLE: Well, Thomas and I have been working on that list you challenged us to write about Jesus.
Mr. Pete: (nods as Nicole talks) 
NICOLE: I was wondering . . . you see, I was reading in the book of Matthew, and I got to the part where Jesus was hung on the cross. Why’d he have to die like a criminal? He didn’t do anything wrong, far as I can see. 
MR. PETE: You’re right. Jesus wasn’t a criminal like Thomas’ stagecoach robber.  
NICOLE: But he was treated like one even though he is the perfect Son of God and never sinned. 
MR. PETE: That was God’s plan. Jesus didn’t die because of anything he did—he died for all the sins we’ve done. When we disobey God’s commands, that’s called sin. And sin separates us from our holy God. 
NICOLE: So Jesus died the death each of us deserves for our sins so we won’t have to be separated from God forever?
MR. PETE: Yep. He did that for you, and for me, and even for criminals. (gestures towards the jail) Everyone who repents (turns from their sins), believes in Jesus, and follows him can be forgiven and receive the gift of eternal life. 
NICOLE: I guess that makes sense. 
MR. PETE: You’re still not sure, huh? (NICOLE shakes her head no) When you get home tonight, look up my favorite verse and see if that helps you understand things better. It’s John 3:16. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” Once you discover the reason God sent Jesus to earth to die on the cross, it’ll all make sense. 
NICOLE: Okay. I’ll think about that. Thank you for talking with me. I won’t keep you any longer. You’ve got a store to run. 
MR. PETE: And you have a friend to keep out of trouble. (winks)
NICOLE: It’s a full-time job keeping up with Thomas. Goodbye, Mr. Pete. And thank you for the soda pop! (runs toward the train depot to catch up with Thomas)
MR. PETE: (clears the soda bottles and heads back into the store) I’m beginning to think it’s a full-time job supplying these kids with treats every day. 
All exit. 
End Scene



Day 5—A Sweet Reward
Props: school books, boxes and packages, paper list, peppermint stick
THOMAS and NICOLE are walking out of school, heading stage right through town, books in hand.
NICOLE: How’d you do on today’s spelling test?
THOMAS: (groans) Spellin’ isn’t my thing. Math—sure. I don’t even need to study for it. But spellin’—who makes up these spellin’ rules? 
NICOLE: If you picked up a book from time to time, maybe you’d do better on the spelling tests. 
Mr. Pete enters from the train depot area with his arms full of packages. More boxes and packages are piled up by the depot.
THOMAS: I pick up books. Look, I’m holdin’ one now. 
NICOLE: Not what I meant, Thomas. 
NICOLE and THOMAS notice MR. PETE.
THOMAS: Hello, Mr. Pete. Can we give ya a hand?
MR. PETE: Hello, kids. That would be great. The train came in earlier than expected today, and my help isn’t coming until later. 
THOMAS: (begins examining packages, picking them up, shaking them, and even sniffing them) 
MR. PETE: I’ve got quite a few boxes to take down to the general store. 
NICOLE and MR. PETE both stare at THOMAS until he looks up and notices them.
THOMAS: What?
NICOLE: What are you doing? Other than acting strange. 
THOMAS: Well, I thought . . . since we’re helpin’ Mr. Pete carry these boxes, I might as well start with the ones that have candy. They’re probably pretty heavy, ya know. 
MR. PETE: Ah. That explains why you were sniffing the boxes. 
The three pick up boxes/packages and begin carrying them to the general store.
THOMAS: What can I say? I’m a man who loves his candy. I’m pretty sure this box has those new peppermint sticks you were tellin’ us about. 
MR. PETE: Oh really? Have you two done the homework assignment I gave you? If those are my peppermint candies, maybe you’ll get to be the first people in Wonder Junction to try them. 
NICOLE: Hold this. (quickly places her package on top of THOMAS’ package, making him a little unsteady due to the large/heavy boxes) Yes! We do have our homework! (pulls a paper out of her pocket)
MR. PETE: Wonderful. Let’s see. We knew that Jesus cares for us. What else did you write down about him?
The three arrive at the storefront and set down their packages. Thomas takes great care to set them down so he doesn’t drop the teetering packages. He fumbles with them for a minute before joining NICOLE and MR. PETE.
NICOLE: Well, Thomas and I worked on our list together. I hope that’s okay. We thought of more things to write when we talked about it. 
THOMAS: But for the record, I did do my share. Just so you can take that into consideration when ya reward us with candy. 
NICOLE: Yes, Thomas. You helped. Here’s what we know. Jesus is God. 
THOMAS: But he came to earth as a baby. 
NICOLE: He lived a perfect life—he never sinned.  
THOMAS: But he was also human. He did and felt all the same human-y things we do, jus’ without sinnin’. 
NICOLE: It was God’s plan from the beginning for Jesus to die on the cross. 
THOMAS: Because God loves us. He wanted a way for us to have our sins forgiven and restore our relationship with him. 
NICOLE: Jesus died on the cross and on the third day rose from the dead. He took the punishment that we deserve and gave us his righteousness. 
THOMAS: Everyone who believes in him can have the gift of eternal life with him in heaven. And heaven sounds amazin’! 
MR. PETE: Wow! Those are all very important things about Jesus. 
NICOLE: Wait! We’ve got more! (THOMAS grabs the list and gives it to MR. PETE while NICOLE starts ticking things off on her fingers as she talks) Jesus has a lot of names in the Bible, like Savior, Prince of Peace, and Immanuel. After his resurrection, he went to heaven to prepare a place for us. That’s where he is now. He—
THOMAS: (interrupts) Basically, we learned a lot about Jesus in the last few days by readin’ the Gospels in the Bible. 
MR. PETE: So, you two are experts now?
NICOLE: Not at all. I think we’ve just barely started to scratch the surface of who Jesus is. 
THOMAS: And as much as I hate to admit it, I enjoyed readin’ a book. I liked readin’ the Bible and searchin’ for more clues that helped me understand Jesus. 
NICOLE: Me too. I actually started my own list at home so I can keep learning. 
MR. PETE: I’m proud of you two.
NICOLE: Thank you, Mr. Pete. And you know what else is great? The more I learned about Jesus, the more I talked to him. I’ve enjoyed spending time with Jesus. I think it’s actually helping me to worry less. 
MR. PETE: When we learn more about Jesus, we can follow him. We are even told in the Bible to be imitators of him. But to imitate him, to act like him and live for him, we first have to learn about him and become part of his family. 
THOMAS: Nicole, ya might not be worryin’ as much. But I’m the one who’s worried now.
NICOLE: (in disbelief) What are you worried about? 
THOMAS: (picking up his box from before) I’m worried I’ll never know what a peppermint stick tastes like. 
MR. PETE: (chuckles and pulls out a candy for each of them) Well, we can’t have that happening, can we?
All exit. 
End Scene
