SPY U Promo Skit
WEEK 1 – Announcing VBS

Props: Large fake plant, binoculars
Costumes: Person 1 is in all black. Person 2 is wearing a VBS t-shirt
(Person 1 shuffles in wearing binoculars and carrying the plant; sets the plant down and hides behind it before peeking through the leaves with binoculars; then continues moving forward in this fashion.)
Person 2: (walks in behind Person 1 and taps their shoulder) Umm, (name of Person 1)?
Person 1: (let’s out a frightened yelp) 
Person 2: What are you doing? 
Person 1: Shhh! (attempts to pull Person 2 behind the plant) Quiet!
Person 2: (looks around bewildered) Again, I ask, what are you doing?
Person 1: (stands up from behind the plant) Well, I was searching for counterfeits before you gave away my hiding position. 
Person 2: (glances around) You’re looking for counterfeits? 
Person 1: Yes. Did you hear what (name of VBS director) said? (stage whispers) There are counterfeits everywhere. 
Person 2: Counterfeit what? (begins to understand) Oh! Wait a minute. Are you talking about Vacation Bible School?
Person 1: No, I’m talking about the new Truth Mission Force that’s starting up here. I figured I’d get promoted pretty quickly if I got a head start on finding some of the counterfeits (starts searching with binoculars again).
Person 2: (moves binoculars away from Person 1’s face) Hold it! I think you’re a little confused about what’s happening here. 
Person 1: I don’t think so. (Name of VBS director) talked about how they would be training the boys and girls to look for counterfeits and search for the one true God. Though I’m not really sure why they would want kids on the team (tries to hide behind the plant). I guess kids are smaller and hide better. Maybe that’s why.
Person 2: You do realize that (name of VBS director) was talking about Vacation Bible School, right? It’s called Spy U this year. That’s the theme.
Person 1: Right. The (uses air quotes) “vacation Bible school theme” (gives an oversized wink). Pretty good cover for a secret spy ring if you ask me. No counterfeit gods will slip past us.   
Person 2: (shakes head) Let me try this again. Spy U is our Vacation Bible School. On (date and time of VBS), boys and girls will come to learn how to follow the one true God. As they learn more about the God of the Bible, they’ll also be learning about incorrect views of God, the counterfeits. Every day, the boys and girls will learn more about who God is and why he and he alone is worth following. 
Person 1: Wait a minute. So, there’s no secret spy ring?  
Person 2: Well, it’s a spy-themed VBS. But it’s not for another ______weeks. 
Person 1: And there’s no actual counterfeit gods for me to discover?
Person 2: People have wrong views of God all the time. Some people even worship false gods today. We are going to teach the boys and girls how to spot these wrong views of God by making sure they know the truth from the Bible. 
Person 1: (shifts around nervously) Well, this is a bit awkward.   
Person 2: (nods in agreement) Yeah. It’s a little weird that you were spying on people, but everything’s all straightened out now.  
Person 1: Oh, this? (gestures to the plant and binoculars) This isn’t awkward. 
Person 2: What are you talking about then?
Person 1: I have a few orders I need to go cancel: Cameras, night goggles, tactical gear, and uh . . . carrier pigeons. You know. Spy things. And I need to call my boss too. Since I won’t be recruited by the Truth Mission Force, it looks like I will be at work after all (starts to walk off stage).
Person 2: (follows) You know, since you’re already off work, have you thought about volunteering?
Exit 



EMERALD CROSSING Promo Skit
WEEK 2 – Invite Children
Props: Newspaper, fake glasses/mustache, VBS postcard
Costumes: Person 1 is wearing regular clothes or a trench coat, fake glasses/mustache; Person 2 is wearing normal clothes
(Person 1 walks in, “reading” the newspaper, glancing from behind it at the congregation. Person 2 enters behind Person 1and taps them on the shoulder.)
Person 2: What are you doing, (name of Person 1)? 
Person 1: (startled then talks awkwardly and loudly) Oh, um, hello sir/madam. Lovely day we are having indeed. (stage whispers to the side) What are you doing here? You’re going to blow my cover!
Person 2: Your cover for what? And what are you wearing?
Person 1: (talks awkwardly, loudly again.) Why, yes. I do think it might rain today. (stage whispers to Person 2) I’m scouting out more cadets for VBS. But I’m doing it incognito. Now, get out of here before anyone notices. 
Person 2: (looks around) Trust me. You can’t not be noticed.  
Person 1: (frustrated, takes off glasses/mustache) Well, do you have any better ideas for figuring out how to get more cadets enrolled in Spy U? 
Person 2: I don’t know. Have you tried, maybe, inviting them?
Person 1: Oh, sure, you think we should just walk up to a child, (pulls postcard out of pocket) hand them a VBS postcard, and say “Hi! Our church is having Vacation Bible School on (date of VBS). We’d love to have you join us.”?   
Person 2: Well, yes.
Person 1: Yeah, right. Like getting kids to sign up for VBS is that easy. We need stealth. We have to be sneaky if we want kids signing up. 
Person 2: Actually, getting kids to sign up for VBS is literally that easy. Not everyone who gets invited signs up, of course, but a personal invitation is the best way to get kids to come.
Person 1: (skeptical) Okay. Sure. You keep inviting people your way. Meanwhile, I’ve picked out my next target (points to a family). I’m going to follow them home and slip this postcard under their door late tonight. Stealth, remember. 
Person 2: Uh, please don’t. That’s a terrible way to invite people to VBS. Why don’t you just have a conversation and tell them about how amazing VBS is? 
Person 1: (scrunches face in disbelief) I’m not really sure that would work. 
Person 2: Sure, it would. You can start by telling them that VBS takes place on (VBS date/time). At Spy U, boys and girls will discover evidence of the one true God while keeping an eye out for counterfeits along the way. Most importantly, the boys and girls will discover that not only does the Bible contain truths about God, since it is from God himself, but it also tells them how they can have their sins forgiven and receive the gift of eternal life. Plus . . . they’ll have a ton of fun while doing so!
Person 1: I guess parents might be interested if you tell them what their kids are learning about.
Person 2: Yes! Especially when they realize that VBS isn’t just a few hours of playtime. Everything we do at Spy U is intentional! It all serves to root these children in the Word of God. 
Person 1: But what about all of the postcards I already had printed up? Do you think we can figure out any use for them?
Person 2: Absolutely! We can encourage our church family to take some home and pass them out when they invite people to VBS. That way, the families have the date and a registration link. 
Person 1: I think my plan was more fun, but let’s give yours a try. 
Person 2: And just think, if everyone from our church family invites even just one extra child to VBS, that’s a lot more kids learning about the one true God. And that’s pretty amazing. 
Share any important details about VBS and where postcards can be picked up.
Exit

SPY U Promo Skit
WEEK 3 – Pray for VBS

Props: Clipboard with pen, magnifying glass, stack of paper or VBS posters
Costumes: VBS T-shirt or regular clothes
(Person 1 is investigating with a magnifying glass and marking things off on the clipboard as Person 2 walks in holding a stack of papers.)
Person 1: Check. That’s done. 
Person 2: (enters) What’s done?
Person 1: (looks carefully at the clipboard with a magnifying glass) Believe it or not . . . everything. 
Person 2: Everything?
Person 1: (nods head in agreement) Everything!
Person 2: (disbelieving) You mean to tell me that everything is done for VBS? 
Person 1: Yeah. I’ve checked the list.   
Person 2: Seriously? All the teachers have their supplies?
Person 1: Yep. 
Person 2: You bought extra tape? 
Person 1: Yep. 
Person 2: The take-home sheets have been sorted?
Person 1: Yep. 
Person 2: You fixed that leak in the 2nd stall in the boys’ bathroom? 
Person 1: No.  
Person 2: Aha!
Person 1: But our plumbing company fixed it yesterday. Seriously . . . I’ve looked at the list of VBS tasks. They are all done!
Person 2: Let me see that list! (grabs the clipboard and quickly reads over it) Okay. I see what you missed.  
Person 1: Missed? (grabs the clipboard back) What did I miss?
Person 2: Oh, just the most important thing that needs to be done for VBS.
Person 1: What?! (frantically flips through the list) I don’t see anything on the list that isn’t checked off. Decorations have been made. Games have been planned. Name tags are prepped. I even purchased Pastor (name’s) favorite candy bar to cheer him up if the preschoolers don’t want to play with him at recreation, like last year. What could I have possibly forgotten?
Person 2: To pray. 
Person 1: To pray? I’m talking about VBS prep tasks here, not my prayer life. 
Person 2: But praying for VBS is a task. In fact, praying for the hearts of the boys and girls God is bringing to VBS on (date of VBS) is probably the most important thing we can do to prepare. Yeah, we want epic decorations and lots of yummy snacks. We want fun crafts and high-energy games. All of those tasks and more are important and necessary, but praying for the kids is monumental. Some of the children coming will choose to be Christians for the very first time. Others might realize that God really is real. We cannot forget the importance of prayer. 
Person 1: This doesn’t feel like a quick one-person, get-it-done kinda job. Is it?
Person 2: No way! I mean, one person praying one time for VBS is great. But think of what could happen if every person in our church commits to praying for VBS every day until it’s over. That would be huge!  
Person 1: Wow! That would be huge. I’ve been so focused on the details of VBS that I think I might have lost sight of the kingdom impact of it. 
Person 2: Right? God is going to do big things through VBS. We don’t know what is going on in each child’s heart or who will respond to the gospel. But we can trust that God has already been at work in their hearts and will continue to work on them. We need to pray for the kids to hear and respond to God’s truths. 
Person 1: Okay. (scribbles on the clipboard.) Time to add some more tasks to our list. We need to make some flyers. Maybe a poster or two. What do you think would be the fastest way to get people to pray? Activate the old phone tree or send carrier pigeons with a note? (exits excitedly, talking to self) Who am I kidding? Of course, the pigeons would be faster. 
(Person 2 prays over the VBS students or invites your pastor to pray. Following the prayer, give instructions to the church on how they can pray for VBS: pass out prayer calendars, follow on social media, etc.)
Exit

Spy U Promo Skit
WEEK 4 – Volunteers

Props: spy sound-listening device (glue together a spray paint gun and colander then spray paint metallic silver), headphones, Volunteer for VBS Poster, and tape
Costumes: Person 1 is wearing spy clothes or trench coat; Person 2 is wearing regular clothes or VBS shirt.
(Person 1 is walking around with the device, listening to people as Person 2 comes in and begins to hang the poster)
Person 1: (notices Person 2) Pssst. (waves Person 2 over)
Person 2: What in the world are you doing? I thought you were helping me recruit volunteers for VBS today?
Person 1: What does it look like I’m doing? 
Person 2: Honestly . . . I have no clue.  
Person 1: You told me to help recruit volunteers, and that’s what I’m doing.   
Person 2: I think I’m missing something. How is this (gestures to Person 1’s get-up) helping to recruit?
Person 1: I’ve been trying to gather information by listening in on people’s conversations.   
Person 2: Gather information, listening in! For what?  
Person 1: To help us recruit! Obviously. (starts to listen with the device again) 
Person 2: Hold up there. I think one of us is very confused. How is listening to people’s conversations going to help us get volunteers for VBS?
Person 1: I guess I have to do all the work here. Okay. Take that lady over here (points to someone in the congregation). Did you know she is allergic to glitter? Clearly, she can’t serve in crafts. That man over there (points to someone in the congregation), his gout has been acting up. So asking him to serve in recreation would be a disaster. And you do not even want to know what I overheard Pastor (name) saying. Do not let that man go anywhere near the candy bucket. 
Person 2: Umm. Noted. But I’m still not seeing how all this is supposed to help with volunteer sign-up. 
Person 1: I’m saving time by gathering information about who can serve where, who’s on vacation, stuff like that. It should lead to less complaining when we hand out people's assignments. I basically just cut out all of the pesky conversations you’d normally have to have with people. As soon as I’m done, we can just pass out letters telling people where and when they are required to show up.
Person 2: Required? (name of Person 1), do you by any chance know how volunteers for VBS are normally recruited?
Person 1: Not a clue. 
Person 2: I thought so. First of all, no one is required to work at VBS. We invite people who want to serve to be a part of our team. 
Person 1: Of course everyone wants to serve. That’s a given. My plan—   
Person 2: Wait. Why do you think everyone wants to serve?
Person 1: Well, who wouldn’t want to be a part of this amazing week? Boys and girls are learning that there is only one true God! Then they are learning how they can follow him. Who wouldn’t want to be part of that? 
Person 2: I agree that it is an amazing week and a wonderful opportunity to serve. But we still have to invite people. We can’t just assume they are going to volunteer. 
Person 1: Just how do you plan on doing all of that inviting? 
Person 2: Like this: (faces congregation and provides any VBS information, reminding people of start times and last-minute tasks). 
Person 1: Oh. That was easy.  
Person 2: Yep! When people understand how important VBS is for our boys and girls, it makes them want to sign up to be a part!
(Optional: Share a personal testimony of a VBS volunteer at your church.) 
Exit


Spy U Promo Skit
WEEK 5 – After VBS

Props: VBS flyers folded into paper airplanes 
Costumes: Person 1 is wearing a spy outfit; Person 2 is wearing a VBS shirt or regular clothes
(Person 1 does a barrel roll onto the stage into a crouching position then starts throwing paper airplanes, more barrel rolls, flying, etc.)
Person 2: (runs onto stage next to Person 1) What are you doing? 
Person 1: (pulls Person 2 down to a crouch) Quick. Get down.    
Person 2: (stands back up) What in the world is going on? What are you throwing? And why are you dressed like that?
Person 1: Listen, (stands up beside Person 2) VBS doesn’t have to be over. If you know what I mean. 
Person 2: What are you talking about? VBS ended on _____________ (date of last day).  
Person 1: I know that, and you know that. But if we tell them (points to the congregation) differently, they don’t know that. 
Person 2: But VBS is over. We’ve even taken all of the decorations down already. 
Person 1: I know that it’s over. We can celebrate the fact that there were _____ (number of kids attended) kids who heard the gospel this week and learned all about how the Bible shows us the truth that God is the one true God, and they learned to spot counterfeit views of God. Isn’t that amazing? 
Person21: Yes, and the boys and girls raised  ______ (amount raised for mission offering) dollars for our missions offering going to _________________________ (name of mission). 
Person 1: Exactly! That’s why we can’t let it be over!
Person 2: It was a great week at VBS, one of the best weeks ever. But it’s over now. 
Person 1: But we can start another one.  
Person 2: Yeah, next year. 
Person 1: (excited) Or next week! (holds up airplane flyers)
Person 2: Sorry, but we’ve got to wait until next summer for the next VBS. 
Person 1: I don’t want to wait another whole year for VBS! (looks sad and dejected) It was too wonderful to be over. 
Person 2: What if you helped me do the last of the VBS tasks? Would that cheer you up?
Person 1: There’s more?
Person 2: Yes! We’ve got some thanking to do! 
Person 1: You’re right. There were so many great people who helped make VBS happen! (turns to the congregation) Thank you to all the craft workers, classroom helpers, snack workers, recreation volunteers, and all of our leaders! And a big thank you to our VBS director for all the work (he/she) put in. We truly couldn’t have done it without you. 
Person 2: Though our amazing volunteers make VBS possible, without God, this VBS truly would not have been possible. Let’s invite (name of pastor or VBS director) to pray over the work that God did in the hearts of the kids at VBS. 
Person 1: Oh, I have an idea. While we are thanking God for all he did at this year’s VBS, we can go ahead and start praying for next year’s VBS as well! And be sure to mark your calendars for next year’s VBS. (Give information on next summer’s VBS theme and dates.)
Person 2: I think that’s an excellent idea. Let’s start covering it in prayer today!
(Pray over VBS, thanking God for all he did and is continuing to do.)
Exit
Spy U Promo Skit
VBS Family Ceremony

Props: clipboard
Costumes: VBS T-Shirt or spy costumes
(Person 1 enters in a hurry, searching the ground. Periodically, Person 1 picks up their foot to examine the bottom of their shoe then goes back to searching the ground. Person 2 walks in, carrying a clipboard.)
Person 1: (frantically) Where is it?! 
Person 2: Are you okay?
Person 1: No. I can’t find my clipboard anywhere.  
Person 2: Oh, here (holds out clipboard). You can use mine. 
Person 1: Thanks, but I need my clipboard. It has all my notes on it! 
Person 2: Your notes? For what?
Person 1: My VBS notes (searches again). I have to find them before we get started with the ceremony!
Person 2: Umm, (name of Person 1). 
Person 1: (looks up) Yeah?
Person 2: The ceremony has started. 
Person 1: (looks at the congregation a little panicked) Oh. Hello, parents. (waves awkwardly then talks stiffly) Thank you for coming today. (whispers to Person 2) Help me!
Person 2: Why don’t you start by telling the parents what happened during VBS. 
Person 1: (panics) What happened at VBS? I can’t remember!
Person 2: Take a deep breath (Person 1takes a deep breath and holds it) And let it out. (Person 1 exhales) Remember, the boys and girls were part of Truth Mission Force.
Person 1: Right. (to the parents) This week, your children were part of our elite Truth Mission Force, where they learned to spot counterfeit gods. The best way to spot a fake is by knowing what the real thing looks like. Our Truth Mission Force cadets dove into the Bible all week to learn about the one true God.
Person 2: Plus, they memorized some important verses about God. 
(Consider having children recite the memory verses here.) 
Person 1: Yes! It was an amazing week! We had ______ (number of kids at VBS) join us this week at Spy U. 
Person 2: Don’t forget about the mission offering!
Person 1: Right! We raised _______ (amount of the mission offering) for the ________________ (name of mission). 
Person 2: As I said, it was an amazing week. But you don’t have to take my word for it. 
(Show a VBS picture video or invite a few children or volunteers to share a favorite moment from VBS.) 
Person 1: (freezes then stage whispers to Person 2.) I don’t know what happens next. I still can’t find my notes! 
Person 2: You’re doing great. We’re almost done. Why don’t you wrap up by telling them about VBS and inviting them to join us on any Sunday?
Person 1: That’s a great idea! (addresses the families) We’d love to have you join us each week. (Give information on when to join/service times, etc.) And go ahead and mark your calendars for next year’s VBS. (Give information on next summer’s VBS theme and dates.)
Person 2: (to Person 1) Good job. Now tell the kids goodbye. 
Person 1: To the cadets of the Truth Mission Force, your training at Spy U is officially over. Stay alert. Keep your eyes open for counterfeits. But most importantly, keep reading your Bible to discover more about the one true God.  
 Exit


