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Leading a Child to Christ

Answers VBS presents many opportunities to share the gospel, and every teacher should be ready to explain
how to be saved, whether it’s one-on-one or with a small group. Use the following steps as a guide to explain
salvation, ask questions, read scripture, and pray with and for students.

Pray. Salvation is God’s work, not ours. We cannot bring about salvation for anyone, but we can ask God to
prepare a child’s heart to receive the truth.

Explain. Prepare a clear presentation of the gospel. Avoid abstract phrases like “asking Jesus into your heart”
and instead use clear biblical language, such as “becoming a child of God.” You may want to use the following
three key words to share how to receive eternal life:

» Admit you have sinned (disobeyed God’s » Believe Jesus, God’s Son, died in your place and
commands). Ask God to forgive you of your sins. rose again, paying the penalty for your sins (John
The penalty for sin is death (Romans 6:23). 3:16; Romans 10:9-10).

» Receive the gift of eternal life by telling God you
want to be his child (John 1:12).

Ask. To encourage discussion and to gauge understanding, ask open-ended questions, such as the following:
» What is sin? » Why did Jesus rise from the dead?

» Can you think of specific sins you have done? » When you receive the gift of eternal life, is there
anything else you have to do? Emphasize that

_ salvation is not based on what we do but is a gift
» Who is Jesus? from God through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9).

» Why did Jesus have to die?

» Are you bothered by your sin?

Respond. When children demonstrate a basic understanding of salvation, encourage them to talk with their
parents about what it means to become a child of God (if parents are believers). If they come from a non-
Christian home, encourage them to express belief in Jesus through prayer, confessing sin and asking Jesus to
save them.

Some children may not be ready to make a decision. For children who have previously made a decision, they
may need reassurance or want to confess sin.

» Read Romans 10:9-10 and John 10:28-29 with those » For those wanting to confess sin, read 1 John 1:9 and
who need assurance, encouraging them to trust in remind them that God forgives when they repent
God’s promises. (turn from sin).

Celebrate. Rejoice together! Read Luke 15:10.

Grow. Explain that children of God receive the Holy Spirit, who helps them understand and obey the Bible.
Share practical ways for them to grow in faith and follow Jesus:

» Read the Bible and obey what it says. (Provide a » Attend a church that teaches that the Bible is God’s
Bible.) true Word.
» Pray every day. Prayer is talking to God. » Tell others about Jesus.

As you faithfully teach and guide children in the gospel, trust God to work in their hearts. Continue to pray for
them and encourage them as they grow in their understanding of what it means to follow Christ.
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