Day - SvowraL Starion OpPenInG ASSemBLY

Welcome (2 minutes)

Each day, you will need two people for the Welcome. You
can use teens, group guides, or your assembly leaders for this
fun beginning to the day that introduces the daily teaching
theme. The welcomes take between one and three minutes,
depending on the day.

PROPS: Wheelbarrow, crate, or big basket; lots of books;
parka or other winter clothes; Bible

PERSON 1: Comes in with a wheelbarrow, crate, or big basket
full of books.

PERSON 2: \Wearing a parka and other winter clothes. Hey, there!
What are you doing with that wheelbarrow of books?

PERSON 1: Well, since it’s summer and I've got some free time,
I thought I'd do some reading. But | think the question is, what
are you doing? Didn’t anyone tell you it’s summer? | think you're
rather overdressed for the weather.

PERSON 2: Yeah, but this summer, there’s something special
we're doing here around the church (or whatever the name of
your ministry is). So guess what? You won’t have time to read
those books just now.

PERSON 1: Oh, okay. Well, what's so special?
PERSON 2: Points at the set, the kids, the winter clothing.

PERSON 1: Looks out as if startled. Oh, wow! | guess it’s time for
Operation Arctic to begin! It’s gonna be the coolest week ever!

Let me put these books back, and we can start! Starts to wheel
the books off.

PERSON 2: Hey, wait a minute! Please bring those books back for
asecond.

PERSON 1: Returns with books.

PERSON 2: You know, seeing those books reminds me of some-
thing. If we took all those books and stacked them up, and then
we brought another load and added it to the stack, and another
load, and another load, and another load, and another load, and
on and on and on until we filled up this whole room, and then
this whole building, and then this whole town, and then this
whole state, and then this whole country, and even this whole
world with books, do you know what?

PERSON 1: What?

PERSON 2: All the books in the whole world would be in one
stack. But one book, and only one book, would be in another,
special stack all by itself because it’s not like any other book in
the world. Do you know what book I'm talking about?

PERSON 1: Kids, do you know? Hold up a Bible.

PERSON 2: Yep, the Bible! It’s the coolest book on the planet, like
no other book! So let’s get Operation Arctic underway so we can
learn about this coolest place, the Arctic, and this coolest Book
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of books, the Bible! Everybody stand up for our theme song,
Operation Arctic!

Song (3 minutes)

“Operation Arctic”

Song (3 minutes)
C"Learn It, Love It, Live It"/ T:“Choose Right”

Mission Moment (4 minutes)

Slides and videos for this section are on the Mission: Hope
Excursion DVD-ROM.

SHOW: “Mission: Hope Excursion”slide

Today at Operation Arctic, we're learning that the Bible is the
Book of books! It’s unique and full of treasures that can’t be
found anywhere else. The Bible, the Word of God, tells us that
one way to show we love God is to serve those who are hungry
and in need. Read Matthew 25:34-46 (or shorten for your time).

All over the world, and even in our own neighborhoods, there
are kids just like us whose families don’t have enough to eat
every day. Jesus tells us that the poor will always be among us
and that we should always be generous to give whatever we can
to help them—it doesn’t matter how much we can do, only that
we love our neighbor just as Jesus has loved us. Read 1 John
3:16-18.

We’re learning all about how exciting the Bible is and that it really
is one-of-a-kind. But, to get the real treasure out of the Bible, we
don’t just read what it says—we actually do what it says!

Jesus loved us by giving up His life for us so that we could be
forgiven and have eternal life with Him in Heaven. He gave His
life without asking for anything back from us. The Bible tells us
to give to others because we have received, and that when we
give to the poor, it is an act of love to Jesus. Read Proverbs 14:31.

Every day this week, we’re going to take a few minutes to learn
more about how we can do what the Bible says and help those
in need. But, we’re not going to just listen—we’re going to act
on what the Bible says! So, we're setting off on Hope Excursions
to give meals to kids who don’t have enough to eat.

We're teaming up with Children’s Hunger Fund to deliver food
and hope to children all over the world! Each day, we’ll learn
about a special girl or boy in a different part of the world and
the unique problems they face. Then, after learning about them,
we’re going to do something to help them!

SHOW: “Hope Excursion Report—Bedelia”slide

Today, we're meeting a very special little girl in South America,
and we’ll see how someone’s obedience to the Bible has helped
her family get the food they need.

SHOW: Video 1—Bedelia
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Child's Name: Bedelia
Country: Peru
Problem: Extreme Poverty, Hunger

Peru is a beautiful country where people from all over the world
go on vacation to relax and enjoy the beaches and mountains.
But many of those who actually live in Peru are poor and hungry
like Bedelia.

It would be hard to go to bed hungry like Bedelia. But, like
Ryker said, there’s something we can do to help. Are you ready
to set off on your Hope Excursion and deliver hope to kids like
Bedelia? Okay, explorers, here’s our plan. Thanks to Children’s
Hunger Fund, churches deliver Food Paks to hungry kids and
share the gospel with them—and we can help by raising meals
to go in the Food Paks for only 25 cents for each meal!

We're each going to take one of these Coin Paks home (show
collection boxes), and you’re going to show the coin boxes to
your family and friends and tell them about kids like Bedelia!
Ask them to help you on your Hope Excursion by donating coins
for meals—remember, every 25 cents provides one meal for a
hungry child!

Starting tomorrow, bring back any coins you’ve collected. Then,
each day we’ll count how many meals you've raised so far!
Together, we can deliver hope to kids in need all over the world.
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Not only are we raising meals for them to eat, but we’re also
helping them hear about the good news of Jesus in the Bible!

Send each child home with a “Bedelia” profile sheet and
a pop-up coin collection bank. Sturdy, pop-up collection
banks are available for purchase from Children’s Hunger
Fund. See Mission Moment page for ordering instructions.
Printable sheets and banks are included on the Assembly
DVD-ROM.

Announcements (time varies)

Besides announcing anything pertinent to your situation,
also announce that you'll be having daily contests and
explain how they work. See the Cool Contests section in
this guide for more details. Announce the Cool Contest for
today: Frosted Food Fun. Children guess how many frosted
oat rings are in the jar. Let them know where the jar is and
that the winner will be announced in the closing assem-
bly, at which time he or she will get to take the jar home.
Share that those participating in this contest by putting in
a guess get credit on their team roster.

Prayer
Dismissal

Song (play as children leave)

C: "Look in the Book”/ T: “The Bible Is My GPS"/ Memory
Verse Song: "2 Timothy 3:16"
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Day I Svowrace Starion CLoSING ASSEMBLY

Song (3 minutes)
C: "Look in the Book”/T:"The Bible Is My GPS”

Song (3 minutes)
"Operation Arctic”/ Memory Verse Song: “Psalm 119:18"

Creature Feature (5 minutes)

Polar Bear
PRESENTATION SLIDES: See Resource DVD-ROM

PROPS: Styrofoam ice chest (or a cooler), question cards
(Resource DVD-ROM)

SHOW: Creature Feature title slide

It’s time for today’s Creature Feature! Everybody ready? Then
let’s start with an amazing Arctic creature—the polar bear. God
thought of everything when He created polar bears. Let’s check
it out as we take a COOL QUIZ!

Pull the questions out of an ice chest. Do as many as time
allows and in whatever order you want. There are a lot here,
so just use what you have time for. First, read the question
off the card, then give them a few seconds to tell their
neighbor what they think the answer is, then share the
bolded information.

2 What color is a polar bear’s fur?

Did you say white? If you did, you're ... wrong! It’s not white! Each
hair is really like a clear hollow tube. It just looks white because it
reflects the light and gets the sun’s heat.

Also, their fur is oily and water repellent. The water doesn’t stay
on them. Picture a wet dog. You know how it shakes itself to get
the water off? Polar bears do that, too! Think how important
that would be when you’re in the Arctic. If they didn’t, they'd
get icy buildup and freeze to death!

2 What color is a polar bear’s skin?

Did you say white? If you did, you're . . . wrong! Under the
fur, they aren’t white. They’re black! That’s another way God
designed them to get the sun’s heat to stay warm.

And they have four inches of fat under their skin! That helps the
heat stay in their bodies, too.

The combination of thick fur, reflecting light, and lots of fat
makes the polar bear stay warm and toasty!

2 The bottoms of their paws are rough and have fur between the
pads. Why do you think that would be helpful?

Did you say so they won’t slip on the ice? If you did, you're
. .. right! They also have hooked claws that dig into the ice.
Another design feature that helps them not slip. God thought
of everything!
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And if they’re on thin ice, they spread their legs apart and get
down low to distribute their weight.

Those paws are actually quite huge and out of proportion with
their bodies. They’re webbed, which makes them perfect for
walking on top of snow without breaking through (think snow-
shoes) and perfect for making good time swimming in the ocean.
The size of a back paw is 13 inches long and 9 inches wide plus
claws that are more than 2 inches long. Show something that size.

Their front legs act like paddles and their back legs are like their
steering wheel.

And they have serious swimming skills. They can swim for
days without stopping and they’re FAST! Olympic swimmers
wouldn’t be able to keep up! Polar bears—6 mph, Olympic
swimmers—4% mph.

2 Guess what a polar bear’s favorite food is?

Did you say seals? If you did, you're . . . right! God gave them a
special liver that helps them process all the seal fat they eat,
which is very helpful to them.

2 What do you think a polar bear does to cool off?

It’s amazing to think they need to cool off up there in the frigid
cold, but sometimes they do! God designed them with so many
amazing ways to stay warm, they actually do get overheated! So
one thing they do is move slowly so they won’t use too much
energy. And they go swimming to cool off, just like you! Plus,
they roll around in the snow.

2 When a polar bear stands on his hind legs, he’s about the same
height as: A) a yardstick; B) a door; C) a basketball hoop.

The answer is a basketball hoop. He’s about 10 feet tall and is the
largest of bears.

2 A male polar bear is about the same weight as: A) a grand
piano; B) a lawn mower; C) a refrigerator.

It’s a grand piano, weighing in at a whopping 1,000 pounds!

? If a kid ate just bananas for a day, he would need to eat 15 to
get enough calories. A polar bear would need to eat: A) 55; B)
105; C) 155.

A polar bear would need to eat 105 bananas to get enough cal-
ories for the day!

2 Usually polar bears stay pretty much alone, but what interest-
ing thing do they do when they come together and feed once in
awhile? A) slap paws; B) bump heads; C) sniff noses.

They sniff noses. Have the kids sniff each other’s noses.
2 Where do polar bears live in the wild?

Did you say in the Arctic? If you did, you're . .. right! In the wild,
they don’t live anywhere else, not even Antarctica. They are
unique to the Arctic.
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Just as the polar bear is unique to the Arctic, the Bible is unique Prayer

to all books. It’s the Book of books! And now let’s get ready to ..
hear from our Operation Arctic drama team! BIBLE Handshake/Dismissal

Each day as you dismiss, have the explorers do the BIBLE
Handshake with a friend on their way out. Check in the
Announcements (time varies) teacher guides (end of each day’s lesson) or on AnswersVBS
YouTube for the daily letters that spell “BIBLE.

Drama (10-12 minutes)

Cool Contest (2 minutes)

Announce today’s contest winner. Explain tomorrow’s con- Song (play as children leave)
test: Chilly Cheers. Have the kids make up songs, posters, "Operation Arctic”

cheers, or chants to show their team spirit. They can share

these during the opening or closing assembly tomorrow.
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Day 2: SnowrarL Starion OpPeninG ASSemBLY

Welcome (2 minutes)
PROPS: None

PRESENTATION SLIDE: Cam Wow photos with your photos
(make yourselves)

NOTE: Another option if you aren't able to use the Cam Wow
app is to bring in baby pictures of the two people doing this
opening and put the pictures on presentation slides. You will
need to slightly alter this write-up if doing it that way.

PERSON 1: Welcome back to Operation Arctic, kids! Turn to Person
2.Hey, ljust discovered this silly app that can transform your face!
It’s called Cam Wow. Want to see it?

PERSON 2: Sure!

PERSON 1: Okay, let me take a picture of you. Say, “Cheese!”
PERSON 2: “Cheese!”

PERSON 1: Now, look at your picture!

SHOW: Slide of crazy face of the person prepared ahead
of time

PERSON 2: Wow, I'd say I certainly have changed a lot. It com-
pletely transformed me! Let’s try it with you!

SHOW: Slide of crazy face of the person prepared ahead of
time

PERSON 1: Well, today at VBS, we’ll have fun hearing about a guy
whose life was completely transformed. Not like a Cam Wow
photo, but from God doing a work in his life!

PERSON 2: Sounds good! But first, let’s sing a song! How about
“The Word?”
Song (3 minutes)

C: "The Word"/T:"The Wise Man Built His House”

Song (3 minutes)

“Standing on the Promises”/ Memory Verse Song: “Psalm
119:105"

Mission Moment (4 minutes)

Slides and videos for this section are on the Mission: Hope
Excursion DVD-ROM.

SHOW: "Mission: Hope Excursion”slide

Hey explorers, as we learned yesterday, our mission project
for the week is called Mission: Hope Excursion. We're working
together to raise meals that cost 25 cents to help children who
are hungry and hurting all over the world.

Every quarter we raise for Children’s Hunger Fund will provide
one meal for a kid just like you! These meals will be delivered to
them by local church volunteers who care for them and want to
share the good news of the Bible!
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How many of you have started out on your own Hope Excur-
sions to raise meals already? Wait for participation.

Fantastic! We're already off to an amazing start. Determine with
your director when you will announce the amount of money
raised each day. If you decide to do that during this time, say
the following; otherwise, modify this to fit your schedule. I'm so
proud of how many meals we’ve already raised—and we’ll hear
that number . . . after we hear our next Hope Excursion Report
for the day!

Remember yesterday’s report about Bedelia in Peru? Well, today
we’re meeting another special little girl, this time from the Afri-
can country of Zambia. Her name is Inez (ee-NEZ).

SHOW: “Hope Excursion Report—Inez”slide

Like Bedelia, Inez and her family don’t have enough food to eat
and be healthy. What'’s worse, Inez’s mother is very sick and the
medicine she needs is very expensive.

Let’s learn more about Inez and how we can help kids like her by
watching our next Hope Excursion Report with Ryker!

SHOW: Video 2—Inez
Child's Name: Inez
Country: Zambia
Problem: Hunger, Disease

Inez and her family are very poor. Her father, who was a copper
miner in the hills of Zambia, recently died of a disease called
AIDS. Inez’s mother is also sick with the disease and needs a spe-
cial medicine that is very expensive. This leaves little money for
the family to buy food and other resources they need.

Inez must be very sad to lose her father and scared that her
mother is sick as well. She and her sisters are also in danger
of becoming sick, especially if they are weak from hunger. The
good news is that a local church heard about Inez’s family and
is now helping them by delivering Food Paks to them regularly.
Not only do they have enough to eat, but they’re also hearing
about the gospel of Jesus Christ in the Bible, which is having an
“incredible impact” on their lives!

There are many other kids like Inez who need our help! Let’s set
off on our Hope Excursions to raise more meals so that they,
too, can hear about the gospel of Jesus Christ, and find hope in
Him! But first, did | forget something? Was | supposed to tell you
something? Oh, that’s right! Who's ready to hear how many meals
we’ve raised for kids like Inez so far? Well, we counted the coins
you brought in and so far, we’ve raised _____ Food Pak meals!

SHOW: Progress Tracker slide Day 2 and fill in current meal
count.

Awesome! Ready to set off on our Hope Excursions again and
raise more meals?! Don’t forget to bring your coins in tomorrow
so we can keep delivering hope to hungry kids around the world!
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Send each kid home with an “Inez” profile sheet. Dismissal

Announcements (time varies) Song (play as children leave)
Prayer "Operation Arctic”
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Day 2: SnowracL Starion CLoSING ASSEMBLY

Song (3 minutes)
Memory Verse Song:“Psalm 119:18"

Song (2 minutes)
C:"The Word"/ T:"The Wise Man Built His House”

Creature Feature (5 minutes)

Arctic Hare
PRESENTATION SLIDES: See Resource DVD-ROM

PROPS: Sunglasses, Styrofoam ice chest (or cooler), ques-
tion cards (Resource DVD-ROM)

SHOW: Creature Feature title slide

Ready to take today’s COOL QUIZ? Okay, then let’s see how
much we know about today’s creature feature, the Arctic hare.

How many of you have ever watched Superman? Well, the
animal we’re talking about today I’'m nicknaming Super Hare!
It’s the Arctic hare, and God designed it with some amazing
features!

Of course, we know that Superman is faster than a speeding
bullet, more powerful than a locomotive, and able to leap tall
buildings in a single bound. But what about the Arctic hare?

? Faster than a speeding bullet—the Arctic hare is fast. Take a
guess how fast you think it can run. Is it 20, 30, or 40 mph?

Did you say 20 mph? If you did, you're . . . wrong! They can run
40 mph. Next time you’re in a car, have your mom or dad tell
you when you’re going 40 and imagine an Arctic hare running
alongside you!

More powerful than a locomotive—those back legs are very pow-
erful! If an Arctic hare senses danger, it first gets up on its hind
legs, then bolts! It uses its very powerful back legs to hop off not
like a little bunny but more like a kangaroo.

And able to leap tall buildings in a single bound—with that kan-
garoo-like hop, the Arctic hare can leap almost seven feet in a
single bound! That’s from here to here! Show the distance on
stage. That’s amazing for this small guy!

It’s a super hare! But that’s not all! God has put a lot of other
cool features in this clever little animal.

2 How about its paws? They are heavily padded with fur. Why do
you think God did that?

Did you say to keep them warm? If you did, you're.. . . right!

Also, it helps them not to fall through the snow. They act kind
of like snowshoes and keep them up on top of the snow, just like
the polar bear.
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2 Hey, time to put on my shades! Put on sunglasses. You know,
God gave the Arctic hare black eyelashes that work kind of
like these sunglasses. What do you think their eyelashes do for
them?

Did you say shield their eyes from the sun’s glare from the snow?
If you did, you're . . . right! It can get very bright with the sun
reflecting off the snow, so they need protection for their eyes.

And God put their eyes on the sides of their heads so they can
easily see all around.

? What do you notice about the Arctic hare’s ears compared to
a normal hare?

Did you say they’re big? If you did, you're . . . wrong! They’re
actually shorter than most hares, which helps them warm them-
selves better since their hearts don’t have to pump blood as far.

And they often flatten them against their heads to keep heat in.

? But one of the most interesting things about the Arctic hare is
its fur. What color do you think its fur is in summer?

Did you say white? If you did, you're . . . wrong! The Arctic hare’s
coat actually changes colors from season to season. In summer,
it’s brown and gray, but in winter, it’s snowy white.

So God gave this little guy the ability to change, or transform, so
it will blend in with its surroundings.

Today, we talked about how God can change us, too. We don’t
change colors (wouldn’t that be fun?), but He can change our
lives nonetheless. We learned about how God changed a guy
named Saul!

And now we'’re going to find out what happens next in our
drama!

Drama (10-12 minutes)
Announcements (time varies)
Cool Contest (2 minutes)

Announce today’s contest winners and explain tomor-
row’s contest: Polar Dress-Up Day. Dress up in animal gear
(animal headband or hat, animal print shirt, animal print
bandana, etc). Or they can dress up in Arctic/winter gear
such as hats or scarves. Anyone who wears anything the-
matic (even if it's just a headband or something small) gets
credit on the team roster for participating in the contest.

Prayer
BIBLE Handshake/Dismissal

Song (play as children leave)

Memory Verse Song: C: “Books of the Bible"/ T: “The Old
Testament Song”

Copyright © 2017 Answers in Genesis. Limited license to copy.



Day 3: SnowrarL Starion OpPeninG ASSemBLY

Welcome (2 minutes)
PROPS: None

PERSON 1: Hey, everybody, welcome back to Operation Arctic.
Are you ready to have a great day?

PERSON 2: | sure am! In fact, I'm ready to start off with some-
thing silly. Have you ever thought of any silly things that would
be impossible to have happen? For example, it would be impos-
sible to hold your breath for 25 years.

PERSON 1: No kidding! Okay, how about this one? It would be
impossible to find the abominable snowman in your backyard.

PERSON 2: Or what about this? It would be impossible to eat
with your mouth glued shut. But don’t try this at home.

PERSON 1:1 think it would be impossible to bite your own neck.
Wanna try it?

PERSON 2: And it would certainly be impossible to have a tiny
little man living in your nose.

PERSON 1: But hey! Seriously, there is something that is really
impossible. It’s impossible for God to change. He never changes.
He never lies. He never breaks a promise. He’s always the same.
And that means His Word is always the same and a bedrock base
we can count on.

PERSON 2: Yeah, so true! So let’s get on our feet and sing “Solid
Ground” as we remember God and His unchanging Word.
Song (3 minutes)

C:"Solid Ground"/T:"The Bible Stands”

Song (3 minutes)

C:"The Bible Is a Gold Mine"/ T: "Choose Right”/ Memory
Verse Song: “Matthew 7:24"

Mission Moment (4 minutes)

Slides and videos for this section are on the Mission: Hope
Excursion DVD-ROM.

SHOW: “Mission: Hope Excursion”slide

Alright, explorers! Do you know what time it is? It’s time for
our Mission Moment again! We're halfway through our Hope
Excursion Reports and just about ready to meet our third Hope
Excursion buddy for the week.

Every day this week, we’re working together to collect coins that
will raise meals for children in need all over the world. These
meals will be packed in Children’s Hunger Fund Food Paks and
hand delivered by local church volunteers to the homes of kids
across the globe. And, every meal is a chance for a child to learn
about the gospel of Jesus Christ!

Okay, let’s get to our Hope Excursion Report.

Day 3: Snowfall Station Opening Assembly

SHOW: “Hope Excursion Report—-Bishal”slide

Today, Ryker’s going to tell us about a little boy who lives all the
way on the other side of the world, in Nepal! Nepal is a beautiful
country with lots of mountains and forests—and it’s home to
Bishal, a little boy who lives with his family in the capital city of
Kathmandu.

Ready for the full report? Okay!
SHOW: Video 3—Bishal
Child's Name: Bishal
Country: Nepal
Problem: Hunger, Injustice

Poverty has led Bishal’s family to the brickyards of Kathmandu,
where they have essentially become slaves to the factory owners.
The room they live in, which is owned by the brickyard, costs
more than they are able to make. Therefore, they can never
leave. Not only that, all their money goes to rent, so there isn’t
much left over for food.

Bishal’s family can never leave the brickyard because they were
tricked by the factory owners, who take all of their money even
though they work very hard. That seems really unfair, right? But,
like Ryker said, there is something we can do to help. The meals
we raise this week can help kids like Bishal get the food they
need to be healthy and grow.

And, the meals will be delivered by local church volunteers who
can care for these families and tell them that God is a good God
who cares for them.

But, before we set out to collect more meals, who wants to hear
how many we’ve raised so far?! Okay, in just two days on your
Hope Excursions, you've all raised ___ (number) meals! That’s
incredible! These meals will go directly to kids all over the world
who need food and hope.

SHOW: Progress Tracker slide Day 3 and fill in current meal
count.

We’re on track to make a huge impact on the lives of kids in
need all over the world, so keep up the amazing work and set off
on your Hope Excursions to collect more meals.

Send each kid home with a “Bishal” profile sheet.
Announcements (time varies)
Prayer
Dismissal
Song (play as children leave)

“Standing on the Promises” / Memory Verse Song: “Mat-
thew 7:24"
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Day 3: SnowracL Srarion CLosING ASSEMBLY

Song (2 minutes)
C:"Look in the Book”/T:"The Bible Is my GPS”

Song (3 minutes)
C: "Love Letter"/T."Stay the Course”

Creature Feature (5 minutes)

Narwhal
PRESENTATION SLIDES: See Resource DVD-ROM

PROPS: Styrofoam ice chest (or cooler), question cards
(Resource DVD-ROM)

SHOW: Creature Feature title slide

Time for our third COOL QUIZ! Are you ready? Today’s creature
feature highlights one crazy animal—the narwhal! God had to
have fun making this guy!

2 First of all, do any of you have a nickname? Well, the narwhal
does, too! What do you think the narwhal’s nickname is? A)
Oogy Boogy Boy; B) Unicorn of the North; C) Corpse Whale.

Two of those are actually right because it has two nicknames:
Unicorn of the North and corpse whale. Let’s talk about the first
nickname, the Unicorn of the North. You can probably figure
out why it would have that nickname, right? Yeah, that tusk is
something!

2 What do you think that tusk really is?

Did you say a tooth? If you did, you’re.. .. right! They have a spiral
tusk that’s really a tooth!!

And...itcan be as longas 9 feet!
And... males sometimes have two tusks.
And...it’s hollow.

And...it’s opposite of our teeth, which are hard on the outside
and softer inside. The narwhal tooth is soft on the outside and
harder on the inside.

And...it can bend a lot without cracking.

And ... it keeps growing throughout the narwhal’s whole life to
replace wear and tear.

And... the tooth grows out of its mouth—through its lip.

And . .. this tooth is full of nerves. Narwhals can feel/sense
things through their tooth

So this is one funky tooth!
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The narwhal’s other nickname is the corpse whale. It’s called
this because they swim belly side up, like they’re floating around
lifelessly.

And they can stop and stay motionless for a good while. It’s like
they’re playing dead!

2 Now, guess what’s great about the narwhal’s skin? A) It’s full of
vitamin G B) It’s full of oil; C) It’s full of milk.

Did you say it’s full of milk? If you did, you're ... wrong! It’s actu-
ally full of vitamin C—about the same amount as oranges have.

The Inuit people tend to use a lot of narwhal skin for nutrition
since oranges aren’t growing on trees up there.

2 Now, about eating. Narwhals have an unusual eating habit.
Is it: A) they chew their food then spit it out; B) they only eat
other narwhals; C) they suck their prey into their mouths?

Did you say the last one? If you did, you're . . . right! They don’t
have sharp teeth, so they swim up close to their prey then suck
them into their mouths.

Of course, the narwhal spends all its life in the ocean. It lives
in the Arctic Ocean amid all the moving water and shifting ice.

We couldn'’t live our lives in the ocean, could we? It helps us to
have a solid foundation to live on, doesn’t it?

Today, we talked about the spiritual base we need to build our
lives on. I'm so thankful God gave us His words!

Drama (10-12 minutes)
Announcements (time varies)
Cool Contest (2 minutes)

Announce today’s contest winners and explain tomorrow’s
contest: Bible Books Challenge.

Challenge the kids to see if they can say all the New Testa-
ment books in order. Or try all the Old Testament books in
order. Or try all of them in order!

Anyone participating in the challenge gets credit on the
team roster. Give extra credit for doing them all.

Prayer
BIBLE Handshake/Dismissal
Song (play as children leave)

“Operation Arctic”
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Day 4 Snowrace Starion OpPenInG ASSeEmBLY

Welcome (2 minutes)
PROPS: Letter, Bible

PERSON 1 comes running in, excitedly yelling that he just
got a letter.

PERSON 2: Who's it from?

PERSON 1: A very important person. A very, very, very import-
ant person.

PERSON 2: 1 have a letter from a very important Person, too. A
very, very, very, very, very, very, very important Person.

PERSON 1: You do? | bet it’s not as important as my letter.
PERSON 2: 1 bet it’s much more important.

PERSON 1:1s not.

PERSON 2: 1s too.

PERSON 1:1s not.

PERSON 2: 1s too.

PERSON 1:1s not.

PERSON 2: Hold it!! Who is yours from?

PERSON 1: Mine’s from . Who’s yours from?
PERSON 2: 1 have a letter from God!

PERSON 1: What??

PERSON 2: Yep! This book! Show the Bible. It’s like a letter from
God for you and me. And today at Operation Arctic, we're going
to learn that the Bible is a letter of love. It tells us how much
God loves us, how to have eternal life, and how to live a wise life
here on earth.

PERSON 1: Wow, that is really special, isn’t it? Okay, yours beats
mine! Well, let’s sing a song about it!

Song (3 minutes)

C:"Love Letter”/T:"Heir of Heaven”

Song (3 minutes)

C: “Learn It, Love It, Live It"/ T: "Choose Right”/ Memory
Verse Song: “Romans 5:8"

Mission Moment (4 minutes)

Slides and videos for this section are on the Family Reunion
Voyage DVD-ROM.

SHOW: “Mission: Hope Excursion”slide

Alright, explorers. Who'’s ready for our fourth Mission Moment
for the week? Pause for participation. Me too! Let’s get ready to
set off and hear another Hope Excursion Report from Ryker.

It’s been such a blast exploring the Arctic and hearing Hope
Excursion Reports from all over the world with you. Remember,
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we're not just raising meals for these kids, we're helping make
a way for them to hear about the good news of Jesus and the
truth of the Bible, the greatest book in the world. We have this
incredible letter of love, and now we have a way to share it with
kids all over the world!

? Before we move on to our next Hope Excursion Report, | have
a couple questions for you. First, how much does it cost to raise
one meal? That’s right! 25 cents! Okay, second, if you have five
dollars, how many meals does that provide? Yes! 20 meals! Isn’t
that amazing!

So, let’s get to our next Hope Excursion Report so that we can
get out there and collect more coins!

Today, Ryker is going to tell us about a little girl who lost so
much but found hope because of the kindness of others and
Food Paks raised by kids like you. Her name is Lena, and she
lives in a country called Ukraine.

SHOW: “Hope Excursion Report—Lena”slide
Are you guys ready to hear more about Lena?

SHOW: Video 4—Lena

Child’s Name: Lena

Country: Ukraine

Problem: Orphaned, War

Lena lost her mother and father and is all alone. She didn’t have
any family left until a pastor took her in and started to care
for her. There are many children in Ukraine and all around the
world who have lost their family to violence and war.

I'm so thankful the pastor and his family are now caring for
Lena like their own daughter. Not only that, the Food Paks we’re
helping to fill with our coins this week are helping their family
have enough food to feed everyone.

Speaking of Food Paks, are you ready to hear how many meals
for Food Paks we’ve raised so far? Okay, we have one more day
of collecting coins, but so far, we’ve all collected enough coins to
give ___ meals to kids in need! Praise God!

SHOW: Progress Tracker slide Day 4 and fill in current meal
count.

But like I said, we still have one more day, so let’s make it our
biggest. Set off on your Hope Excursions and collect those coins!

Send each kid home with a“Lena” profile sheet.
Announcements (time varies)
Prayer
Dismissal
Song (play as children leave)

“Operation Arctic"/ Memory Verse Song:"Romans 5:8"
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Song (3 minutes)
C:"Operation Arctic”"/T:"The Bible IS My GPS”

Song (3 minutes)
C:"The Word"/ T:"Choose Right”

Creature Feature (5 minutes)
Musk Ox

PRESENTATION SLIDES: See Resource DVD-ROM

PROPS: Styrofoam ice chest (or cooler), question cards
(Resource DVD-ROM)

SHOW: Creature Feature title slide

Time for our fourth COOL QUIZ! Before we start, let’s take a
second to flex our muscles. Wow, we’re a pretty strong bunch,
huh? But nothing like today’s creature feature, the musk ox.

Musk oxen are one of the most powerful land animals on earth.

When the males are trying to establish who is the head honcho,
they leap off the ground and charge at each other, crashing into
each other at full force.

God designed their heads with an air pocket between their
brain and skull and a bony plate on top of their heads.

2 Why do you think He gave them that?

Did you say because their brains are extra big? If you did, you're
... wrong! God gave them a bony plate on top of their head and
air pockets between their brain and skull so they wouldn’t end
up with brain damage when they bang into each other.

2 They have big front hooves. Why do think they need those?

Did you say so they can break through the solid ice to find food?
If you did, you're.. .. right!

They don’t eat meat, just plants, so they’re often scratching
and scraping to find berries and other plants, and the ground is
either very hard or covered with ice and snow, so their strong,
big hooves help them get to the food buried under there.

2 Have you ever heard of the perfume scent called musk? Well,
musk oxen give off a musky substance (that’s how they got the
name musk oxen!) from glands that are under their eyes. Why
do you think they do that?

Did you say to get the girl? If you did, you're . . . right! Boy musk
oxen give off the scent to attract the girl musk oxen. How
romantic. Ahem.

2 Ever had a bad hair day? It may seem like the musk ox’s long,
thick hair is messy, but it really serves a purpose Why do you
think God designed it with all that hair?
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Did you say to keep them warm and toasty? If you did, you're .
.. right!

The strands of fur are like a long coat that reach almost to the
ground. And it’s almost like they have two winter coats—an
outer coat and an inner coat.

The inner coat falls out in the summer because they’re actually
too hot with both of those coats. Have you ever gotten over-
heated with too many clothes on? Well, that’s what happens to
them sometimes!

The inner coat is soft. It’s called giviut (KIV ee oot) and when it
falls out, it’s gathered and sold and used to make winter clothes.
It’s warm (8 times warmer than wool!) and water repellent, so
it’s really valuable.

But you know, back in the beginning (about 6,000 years ago),
the temperatures wouldn’t have been so cold in the Arctic. The
land was fairly warm all over. But when the Flood happened, the
land broke up and everything changed. The Flood ushered in
the Ice Age. And with the Ice Age came a huge change to the cli-
mate of the earth. Now there are ice caps on the earth, which is
a big reminder of the Flood. And now animals that live in extra
cold places need to have extra thick hair!

And here’s one last cool thing about musk oxen. For protection,
they gather in a big circle with their heads facing out and their
young in the middle to protect them. They sure do care for their
young!

Today, we've talked about how God cares for you. He cares so
much He wrote a letter of love to you, which is this book right
here. Hold up the Bible.

Let’s sing our next song to remind ourselves of that!
Song

C:"Love Letter"/ T:"Heir of Heaven”

Drama (10-12 minutes)

Announcements (time varies)

Cool Contest (2 minutes)

Announce today’s contest winners and explain tomorrow’s
contest: Mission Money Mania. Bring in your final mission
offering. Double bonus points for participating! No amount
is too big or too small!

Prayer
BIBLE Handshake/Dismissal

Song (play as children leave)
C:"The Bible Is a Gold Mine"/ T:"The Bible Stands”
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Day 3: Snowrawt Srarion OPenNInG ASSEMBLY

Welcome (2 minutes)
PROPS: Tall ladder, Bible

PERSON 1: Welcome back to Operation Arctic, kids! Turn to Person
2. Hey, guess what | just discovered when | was exploring in the
Bible?

PERSON 2: What?

PERSON 1: There’s actually a guy in the Bible who was nine feet
tall!! Isn’t that amazing? That’s as tall as this. (Get up on a ladder
so you are nine feet tall.) 1 Samuel 17

PERSON 2: Yeah, well did you know there was a guy who had six
fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot? 2 Samuel 21:20

PERSON 1: Okay, well that’s not all. What about a donkey that
talks? Numbers 22:28.

PERSON 2: A talking donkey? That’s amazing! But listen to this.
There was a lady who turned to salt! Genesis 19.

PERSON 1: Wow, that’sa...a...mazing!

PERSON 2: And what would you think if you had an axe, a heavy
axe that would normally sink like a big, heavy rock, but instead
you put it in water and it floats? 2 Kings 6.

PERSON 1: Mind blowing! Wow, all these true accounts and
much, much more is in this Book. Show the Bible. It’s the most
exciting book ever to explore! We'll talk more how to explore it
today, but first, let’s sing “Psalm 119:162.”

Song (3 minutes)
Memory Verse Song:“Psalm 119:162"

Song (3 minutes)

"Operation Arctic”

Mission Moment (4 minutes)

Slides and videos for this section are on the Mission: Hope
Excursion DVD-ROM.
SHOW: “"Mission: Hope Excursion”slide

Wow, can you believe we’re on our last day of our Hope Excur-
sions? You are the best explorers, and I'm so thankful we've
gotten to explore the Arctic, learn about the Bible, and raise
meals together all week.

On our first day, we learned how the Bible tells us that if we love
God, we will obey Him when He tells us to serve others. This
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week, we’ve been doing just that by collecting coins for Chil-
dren’s Hunger Fund Food Paks, and I’'m so proud of how every-
one has joined in.

But, it’s important to remember that we can always be serving
others, both people we know and people we may not know,
that are in need. Ask your family to help you find ways to help
the poor even after VBS is over—you can still deliver hope from
home!

Okay, we still have one more Hope Excursion Report. | don’t
know about you guys, but I'm going to miss our friend Ryker!
Today, he’s going to tell us about a little boy named Elias.

SHOW: "Hope Excursion Report—©lias”slide

Elias and his family had to leave their home and country because
of a war. Now they are living at a camp in a new country. Let’s
hear how we can help kids like Elias.

SHOW: Video 5—tElias
Child’s Name: Elias
Country: The Middle East
Problem: Refugee

Because of a terrible civil war that still rages on, Elias and his
family had to flee their home and leave Syria. They, and millions
of others, have left everything in order to find safety in a new
home country. Sadly, they were not able to bring any of their
belongings and are now in need of basic necessities like food
and shelter.

Can you imagine having to leave your home and all of your
things to go to a new country? Millions of kids just like Elias have
also had to leave their homes for the same reason and are now
living in tents and camps all over the world. Thankfully, there
are churches and groups that are helping them through this
time, just like the church that helped Elias. And WE can raise
meals for them, too!

Send each kid home with an “Elias” profile sheet.
Announcements (time varies)
Prayer
Dismissal

Song (play as children leave)
"Operation Arctic”/ Memory Verse Song: “Psalm 119:18"
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Song (3 minutes)
C"Learn It, Love It, Live It"/T:"The Bible Is my GPS”

Song (3 minutes)

C:"Love Letter"/ T:" Heir of Heaven”

Creature Feature (5 minutes)
Siberian Husky

PRESENTATION SLIDES: See Resource DVD-ROM

PROPS: Styrofoam ice chest (or cooler), question cards
(Resource DVD-ROM)

SHOW: Creature Feature title slide

Are you ready for our last COOL QUIZ?? Today we're talking
about a favorite animal, the Siberian Husky.

Like some of the other animals we’ve learned about this week,
huskies have fur on their paws to keep them warm.

They also have a double coat of fur for warmth, and it’s water
resistant so it won'’t freeze on them when they get wet.

2 Compared with other animals, there can be something differ-
ent about their eyes. Do you know what it is?

Did you say they can have one brown eye and one blue? If you
did, you're..... right!

God made their eyes almond-shaped so they can easily squint
and keep out the snow that kicks up in their faces when they’re
running. God also gave them an extra eyelid! This keeps their
eyes moist and protected.

? They cover their noses with their tails when they sleep. This
movement is nicknamed: A) Nose Flow; B) Siberian Swirl; C)
Musky Husky.

Did you say Musky Husky? If you did, you're . .. wrong! It’s actu-
ally called the Siberian Swirl. They put their tails over their noses
to keep them warm when they sleep.

Also, their noses are usually wet while they run during the day,
but God designed their noses to dry up at night so they won’t
freeze in the cold.

2 Maybe the most unusual thing God gave huskies is this: A) they
like to eat whales; B) they turn blue when they’re cold; C) they
don't really get tired.

Did you say they don’t really get tired? If you did, you're ... right!

After we’ve exercised hard, we feel tired. But when huskies exer-
cise, it’s almost like a switch is flipped in their body and this thing
called metabolism is changed, so they don’t get really tired.

This means they’re high-energy and born to run. That’s what
makes them so good for pulling dogsleds!
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And they’re also great at pulling dogsleds because they love to
explore.

They’ve been part of many great Arctic explorations. They’ve
helped countless people survive and even explore further and
further north.

They’re able to pull great amounts of stuff on dogsleds. Each dog
can pull its weight, which averages about 55 pounds.

And listen to this! Big dogsled teams of 200 or more dogs have
been able to pull buses or even help move houses!

Another thing they love to do with their energy and excitement
is race.

2 There’s one famous dogsled race that happens every year in
Alaska. It's called: A) the Iditarod; B) the ACE Race; C) the
Yukon Run.

Did you say the Iditarod? If you did, you're . .. right!

The Iditarod has 16 dogs on each dogsled team. They aren’t
always Siberian Huskies—sometimes they’re other types of
dogs, but huskies are a favorite.

Each team of 16 travels over 1,000 miles through often fierce
weather during an Iditarod race.

The Iditarod is run in remembrance of a true event that hap-
pened back in 1925 when a diphtheria epidemic happened in
Nome, Alaska. Dogsled teams raced from Anchorage to Nome
to deliver life-saving medicine. If you've ever seen the movie
Balto, then you know the general idea of what happened.

These dogs can be on the Iditarod race for 10 days or more, but
they don’t complain. They’re always excited and eager to go.

With their excitement and love for exploring and the huge
amount of energy they put into it, they’re a great reminder to
us to love exploring, too—particularly exploring the Bible! We
want to learn it, love it, and live it.

OTHER FUN FACTS (OPTIONAL)

Ever heard of a three dog night? Well, sometimes Inuits would
sleep with their dogs at night to keep them warm. If it was really,
really cold, it might be a three dog night.

The word “Husky” is from “Esky,” short for Eskimo.

Huskies don’t bark—they howl. Their howl can be heard up to
10 miles away.

They’re called Siberian Huskies because they were brought from
Siberia, Russia.

They also have strong claws for digging. And they love to dig!
They can dig a hole into the snow and hunker down in there for
warmth.
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If kept as pets, beware, because that digging instinct makes Announce today’s contest winners.
them quite the escape artists. When you combine digging skills

and high energy, they can easily get away. Prayer

BIBLE Handshake/Dismissal
Song (play as children leave)

Your favorites

Drama (10-12 minutes)
Announcements (time varies)
Cool Contest (2 minutes)
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