People with disabilities and specials needs are one of the largest unreached communities in the nation. About 56.7 million people—19% of the U.S. population—had a disability in 2010. More than half reported the disability was severe, and only 5 to 10% of the world’s disabled are reached with the gospel. 
Over 80% of churches in the U.S. lack a special needs ministry. Children with special needs likely never attend worship services, and more than half of special needs parents reported that their child with a disability had been excluded at church.
At church in general:
    More inclusive faith communities were described in one study as having five common characteristics. They:
· featured faith leaders who were more committed to inclusion
· used educational resources to address disability-related issues
· portrayed people with disabilities positively in their religious teachings
· had stronger ties to disability organizations
· had a stronger orientation towards promoting social justice
For children with disabilities and their families:
    More than 90% of church-going special needs parents cited the most helpful support to be a “welcoming attitude toward people with disabilities.” Meanwhile, only about 80% of those parents said that welcoming attitude was present at their church.
    Welcoming church behaviors, described by parents in one study, included
· having people in the faith community take time to speak directly to their child
· approach them and ask them what support they may need
· offer to sit with or watch their child,
· visit them and provide food at times of crisis
· call and check on them when they are absent
· sustain the support over time when a chronic condition existed.
    Almost 1/3 (32.3%) of special needs families said they had left at least one church because their child was not included or welcomed. Parents identified a need for training in:
· general awareness of the characteristics of disabilities
· how to be inclusive, and how to work with a variety of individuals and include them across a range of ability levels 
· behavioral characteristics of their sons’ or daughters’ disability
· modes of communication
· how to care for individuals with complex needs
· reaching out to families of children with disabilities
· knowing how individuals with disabilities are viewed and treated by the church
· how to bridge social gaps and include all people.
  When special needs parents described positive attitudes toward their family at church, they used words like:
welcoming, supportive, willingness to be inclusive, accommodating, accepting, loving, willing to try, showing a genuine interest, understanding, kind, thoughtful, nice, caring, and tolerant.
 When parents described negative attitudes, they had encountered toward their special needs at church, they said things like:
unwilling to try to involve, unhelpful, intolerant of differences, anxious about the presence of the child, impatient, unsupportive, unfriendly, and uncompassionate.
Parents described the following child behaviors as challenges for church participation: 
being noisy in church, having complex needs, not being able to sit still, touching others, overwhelmed by the noise and chaos, loud and unpredictable, aggressive with others, unable to understand religious education lessons, and being over stimulated.
 These behaviors resulted in parents feeling embarrassed in services, receiving stares from others, refraining from participating in services, removing their child from activities, and being told not to bring their child back to services or activities.
Many parents indicated a strong desire for a church community but do not have the time or energy to seek out and prepare (educate) a new spiritual home for themselves. Therefore, they do not attend regular weekly services anywhere, as much as they could really use the support and spiritual community. 
One parent said, “Churches are only buildings. The people who attend those churches are what make the difference. Their attitudes make all the difference.”
Church, we have a great opportunity to show love! The need is great. Kids are hurting. Adults are too. Families are struggling. The first step in being able to help is understanding the need.
Jesus met people where they were, and so can we. 
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